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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

Chairman’s Comments
This edition of the newsletter celebrates a very special point in time – 2013 is
the Golden anniversary of the founding of Chilterns Dog Rescue Society. Fifty
years of rescue and rehoming is a remarkable achievement and, in that time,
the Society has come a very long way.
Our Honorary President Celia Strange has
played a key role almost from the outset. From
very modest beginnings when the Society
struggled to accommodate the vast number of
stray dogs at different boarding kennels, through
our various moves to Cestreham, Woodfield
Springs and Bromley Heights, Celia has been
the one constant throughout. When times got
tough, and they often did, Celia always remained
upbeat and confident things would improve
and that ‘the dogs will be looked after.’ And she
was proved right. The dream of buying our own
premises was finally achieved in September
2009 and we moved to our new home in
Chivery, near Tring.
Celia has a unique understanding of the Society.
We therefore asked her to reflect upon her
time with the dogs and to write this edition
of ‘From the Rescue Centre.’ It is probably
an impossible task to sum up fifty years in a
few pages but Celia has given us a wonderful
account of some of the people, dogs and events
that have brought us to where we are today.

I know Celia would be the first to apologise
for not being able to include everyone by name
and to recognise each and every contribution
individually. Over the decades, Trustees,
members, staff and volunteers have worked
tirelessly to achieve positive outcomes for the
dogs that have come into our care. It is the
diligence, determination and dedication of so
many people that has created the platform for
our success. We never cease to be grateful for
the generosity we have received and continue
to receive. Individual donations, membership
subscriptions, bequests and legacies,
sponsorship, support for our fund raising events,
appeals and raffles, third party fund raising and
the support we have received from groups,
clubs and organisations has been amazing,
particularly when times have been so difficult
for so many. On behalf of the Trustees, I would
like to extend very sincere thanks to you all and
would like you to know that your contribution
has enabled us to support the dogs in whatever
way they need our help.
The Society has always endeavoured to
do its very best for the dogs and proof
of this can be found in the thousands
and thousands of dogs the Society has
successfully found permanent new
homes for. During this time the dogs
have come in all shapes, sizes and ages
and from a multitude of backgrounds.
From our initial catchment of
Chesham and Amersham to a wider
intake area across the Chilterns and
the South East, increasingly dogs are
coming to us from much further afield.

Celia Strange with
her hands full!
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If it was difficult for Celia to restrict
her report to the supporters she

1963 - 2013 50 YEARS OF CDRS
wished to include, it was ten times harder for
her to narrow down the dogs she wanted to
write about and, believe me, as the days went
by and the photographs were unearthed, the
memories just flowed and flowed. Of course,
each dog and each adopter have their own
special story to tell. We know from the lovely
letters, emails, photographs and visits we
receive, that dogs do not live in the past. They
embrace their new lives whole heartedly and,
when given the chance, even those that have
experienced illness, neglect or abuse have the
capacity to move forward; they not only go on
to live happy lives themselves but also enrich
the lives of the people who come forward to
offer new homes and a fresh start. My thanks,
and those of everyone working at the Rescue
Centre, go to all of you who have adopted one
of our dogs, or more than one of our dogs, and
to those people who are contemplating taking
on a rescue dog from the Society.
Fifty years of helping dogs in need is something
of which we can be justly proud. However, we
know we can not ‘rest on our laurels’. Each
Mabel

Boot

new survey brings home the grim reality faced
by many dogs today - and there is no reason
to believe that, without significant changes, the
plight of thousands of dogs will improve as
we move into the future. We believe Chilterns
Dog Rescue needs to be here for the long
term to help dogs with nowhere else to turn.
Having our own premises now means we can
really look to the future and this promises to
be a very exciting time for the Society, as we
do just that. Recently there has been a huge
amount of work put in to the development of
plans to allow us to construct a completely
new Rescue Centre with purpose built facilities
for the rescue, care, training and rehoming of
dogs. This will enable us to reach even greater
heights with a Centre of Excellence for dogs
that allows us to rescue and rehome dogs for
the next 50 years.
Thank you once again to all those who have
helped in so many different ways to make CDRS
the tremendous success story that it is today. To
celebrate this astonishing milestone the Society
is holding a 50th Anniversary event on 6th July
2013 at St Leonards Hall & Field. Full details can
be found on the centre pullout pages of this
newsletter. Please put this date in your diary - I
hope you are able to join us to celebrate this
landmark occasion for CDRS.
David Lewis
Chairman
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LETTERS - it’s your write!
She’s been such a joy to us and is well and
truly part of the family. She enjoys her walks,
particularly off lead in the woods. Her recall
is excellent - but she can be stubborn when
it comes to stop playtime with the ball and
has had me sitting on a park bench as it gets
dark waiting for her to come back… so we’ve
decided that ball time needs to be limited to
our back garden now, which is a shame, but is
less stressful.

Chloe

She’s been telling the neighbours what she
thinks about the snow, barking away. We think
she likes it, but not entirely sure as the snow
comes down. She’s the same with water, she
jumps in the bath after a mucky walk and stares
expectantly up at the shower head.
Hope all is well at the Centre and that you like
the picture.

Chloe
Hi there, I hope the snow isn’t causing too
much havoc at the centre.
It has been a while since we sent you a note to
tell you how Chloe, our Chilterns Rescue born
Patterdale terrier cross is getting on.

All the best,
NF (Welwyn Garden City)

Bear

Bear is now about 2 ½ years old and is a huge
delight to us and an important part of our
family. We have been doing dog agility for about
6 months (just for fun, not competitively) and,

Bear
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as you can see from the picture, he absolutely
loves it! Thank you for your excellent work
which gives us fabulous dogs like Bear.

Shadow

DC (Berkhamsted)

Saba

Summer

Saba
Hi CDRS
Please find attached a photo of Saba, the dog
who originally came from Hungary. Saba is
a lovely, well behaved lady who seems to be
settling in very well. Please let her former
owners know and tell them she is already very
much loved.
Many thanks for all your help and the time you
have spent with Saba.

Just thought I would let you know that Summer
has settled in fantastically well here at Larks
Meadow. She is a really well behaved and loving
dog and we have had no problems at all. We
have been on lots of long walks and she has no
problem keeping up - in fact just give her 10
minutes back home and she would be ready to
go again! She has totally ignored the cats but
would quite like to chase the chickens if given
the opportunity! She has met lots of other dogs,
people and children with no problems - and we
had a lovely walk on the beach yesterday.
Thank you for letting us have such a great
friend - photo attached of Summer enjoying the
footpath and runs next to our home.
Best wishes,
CS & BS (Norfolk)

Summer

G & M O’D (Oxford)

Shadow

Just to let you know Shadow has settled in really
well - he is a really happy little dog and his tail
hasn’t stopped wagging since he got here. We’re
so pleased with him - seems like he has been
here forever! Thanks so much for him!!
JR (Rickmansworth)
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From The
Rescue Centre

1963 - 2013

In 2007 Chilterns Dog Rescue
Society recognised over 40
years of continuous service
with the charity by appointing
Celia Strange its first Honorary
President. Celia became involved
with the rescue and re-homing
of abandoned dogs when she
offered a home to her first dog
Lucy. Celia’s love of dogs has led
her to foster and adopt many
more dogs in need, many of these
have been elderly or in need of
special care or training.
continued...
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Celia Strange being presented with her
Honorary President certificate by CDRS
Chairman, David Lewis

Celia currently lives with her latest
rescue dog, a Rough Collie called
Flynn but regularly welcomes
other dogs into her home. Celia’s
many years of personal experience
means she is ideally placed to
help other dog owners, potential
adopters and people needing to
re-home their dogs.
At the Chilterns Dog Rescue Society
Christmas Dinner on Saturday 1st
December 2007, Chairman David Lewis
surprised Celia with the news of her new
appointment and presented her with
a certificate and flowers to celebrate
her unique achievements. Mr Lewis told
friends and supporters of the Society that
Celia had offered the Society unparalleled
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service. Her hard work, unfailing optimism
and dedication fully justified this award.
Following a standing ovation Celia said it
was a complete surprise and she felt totally
overwhelmed - all she ever wanted to do
was help the dogs.
Celia still works part-time at the Rescue
Centre and acts as advisor to the
Management Committee. For Chilterns Dog
Rescue, Celia’s experience is irreplaceable
and she remains the vital link between
highly valued older members who still recall
the aims and traditions of The Amersham
and Chesham and District Dog Rescue
and Welfare Society and more recent
supporters who also have an immensely
important role in helping the Society
achieve its long term goals.
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Dolly Bromley
It is difficult to believe that Chilterns
Dog Rescue Society was founded
50 years ago this year. Of course, it
wasn’t called Chilterns Dog Rescue
Society then – it was the Amersham
and Chesham and District Dog Rescue
and Welfare Society and it was
founded by a wonderful lady called
Ida Bromley, affectionately known as
Dolly but for what reason I’ve never
known.
The trigger for this was a dog Dolly found tied
up in an Amersham public convenience early in
1963. She had a lump on her back, which could
have been caused by a heavy blow. Dolly took
her to the local police station and was horrified
to learn she would only be kept for a week and,
if not claimed, would be put to sleep. Unable
to accept this, Dolly took her home and, as she
could not keep her herself, found the dog a
temporary foster carer until a permanent home
could be arranged for her. She was named
Jennie and was our very first rescue dog. Jennie
is featured on our front cover. From this point
Dolly started to take many stray dogs from the
Chesham and Amersham police stations, finding
them foster homes and later permanent homes.
Realising she couldn’t continue alone, she
advertised for like-minded people, who would
be interested in forming an organisation to help
homeless dogs. A public meeting was held on
26th April 1963 at the Barn Hall in Amersham
in connection with the proposed formation of a
dog rescue society. Approximately fifty people
came along and were addressed by Mr. Bernard
Cuff, a founder of the Pine Ridge Dog Sanctuary,
Superintendant Petel, representing the Canine
Defence League and Miss Stallwood, who had
had experience of forming a dog rescue in High
Wycombe.
The next meeting took place on 23rd May
1963 where the official name of Amersham and
Chesham and District Dog Rescue and Welfare
Society was adopted and the formation of the
Committee was discussed and agreed.

The first Committee consisted of sixteen
people - Mrs Bromley was already Honorary
Secretary and Mr Kilby, Honorary Chairman
and Mr Patrick Honorary Treasurer. There were
thirteen other members, including Mr Bromley,
Mrs Greene and Mr and Mrs Powell.
These founder members worked tirelessly for
the Society in their various capacities; some for
a short time and others for years. Mrs Pamela
Greene (known as Andy) became Dolly’s “right
hand man”. She was our first Field Officer and
she and Dolly took on the major responsibilities
and work of the Society. They both worked
full time in establishing the Society, mainly from
Dolly’s house in Amersham. They obviously
had huge support from the Committee and
eventually many other people. It must be
remembered that over the years there have
been many people who have held positions on
the Committee; it has always been a changing
group but everyone in their individual ways has
contributed hugely towards making the Society
what it is today and we have every reason to be
enormously grateful to them.
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Cestreham kennels
in the ‘70’s
I feel overwhelmed sometimes, when
recounting these memories, at how amazing
our Dog Rescue predecessors were! So much
was achieved without any financial back up and
without the benefit of the years of experience
we enjoy at the Rescue Centre today.
My first involvement with the Society was in
1965 when I adopted my first rescue dog. She
was a nine week old Cairn X Collie puppy who
we called Lucy and had for fourteen years. From
that point, I really wanted to help dogs, so I did
everything I could for the Society, mostly on the
fund raising side, including many jumble sales!
I also helped with the home checking, both
visiting homes before dogs were adopted and
afterwards to make sure the dogs had settled
well and were happy in their new homes. It
wasn’t until 1969 that I joined the Committee
and became Field Officer and subsequently I
became Secretary of the Society and a Trustee.
For the Committee at this time, the main
concerns were funds (or lack of) and finding
suitable kennels for the dogs. Donations were
given by many kind and generous people, but
more money was urgently needed to cover
food, vet bills and any boarding costs. Fund
raising became a major priority. Numerous
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fund raising events were held – a profusion of
jumble sales, dog shows and our famous autumn
markets. George Bromley ran a monthly
raffle, his main aim being to purchase our own
kennels, little realising then the enormity of this
task. Dolly started the annual raffle, which we
still continue to this day – a fantastic fundraiser.
At this time several different kennels started
to be used to accommodate the rescue dogs,
including Beacon View in Chivery. It was this
same kennels we bought recently, renaming it
Bromley Heights in honour of Dolly Bromley,
but we did not know then what the future was
to hold for us. In the early days prospective
adopters would have to visit up to four different
sites to see what rescue dogs were available.
This situation was not ideal but proved effective
until such time as all the dogs could be housed
on a single site. Another of the kennels which
helped the Society at this time was Cestreham
in Flaunden. This was a large kennel complex
where it eventually became possible to kennel
all the dogs in one location which made life a
lot easier. Then the day arrived when we were
offered the use of an office at the kennels,
which allowed Dolly to have her home back!
It was staffed by volunteers; we had a Monday
lady, a Tuesday lady, etc. Finally this enabled us to
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Our first office
have an address and phone number and to be
in the same place as our rescue dogs; it was our
first real base.
Co-ordinating so many volunteers was
quite a difficult situation to organise, so the
Committee took the decision to take on a
part-time secretary – the first paid member
of the Society. Barbara Waite was that lady
and she proved to be invaluable. We also had
a new office, only an old caravan, but we were
delighted with our new home and I for one
spent many happy hours working in it. I have to
add it also housed much of our jumble. I would
sit typing at my desk literally surrounded by
jumble – I really looked forward to jumble sale
days when, for a period, the jumble would go
and we would have a bit more space!
When I first joined Dog Rescue, I worked a
great deal with Andy Greene, for whom I had
a great admiration. Apart from the dog shows
and many fund raising events I organised with
her, I would also go with her on check calls. In
those days we would both pre-check homes
for dogs and post-check them after adoption.
I well remember an old Greyhound, which had
been with us for a long time and could not find
a home. Andy had organised a special advert
for him in the Daily Telegraph and one of the
replies we received was from an elderly French
lady, who lived on the coast. Having lost a
Greyhound, she was desperate to have another.
Andy and I drove down to meet her with the
Greyhound hoping all would go well. This lady

was truly delightful and was excited about the
prospect of having a new dog, so excited in fact
his beef stew was waiting for him on the cooker
and his ‘nightie’ laid out on the bed! All went
perfectly for some time until the lady became
ill and had to go to hospital and we organised
a local foster home for the dog. Sadly, events
took another turn when the lady died. On the
same day we had a phone call from the foster
home to say the Greyhound had also died that
day and she had buried him in the orchard – a
bitter sweet story.
Esme Ward with a few
of her rescue dogs

One lady who will never be forgotten from
those early years is Mrs Esme Ward. She had a
large house and grounds at Stone, was a great
animal lover and a huge eccentric. She had
a large selection of animals including ponies,
goats, sheep and many dogs (some 40 in all). She
rescued any animal that needed help and took
in dogs nobody else could, or would, look after.
She helped us extensively, taking in dogs from us
that we couldn’t re-home elsewhere. They lived
a fairly wild and happy existence with her. Every
corner of her house was crammed with dogs
as were her many barns. The time came when
Mrs Ward had to move to bigger premises to
accommodate her brood so she brought a large
farm in Wales called Bwlchsais. Her move to
Wales was quite spectacular, the event itself
being recorded in all the local papers. Once in
Wales the number of her dogs continued to
increase. Many of us visited her there taking in
some desperate souls who could not be homed
locally. The entire acreage was dog-proofed, so
no dog could escape into the countryside and
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no intruder could get in. To visit Mrs Ward was
an experience never to be forgotten and I am
so pleased to have made the long journey a
number of times. She was one of the world’s
eccentrics and a tough lady, but had a heart of
gold and any dog that came her way was indeed
fortunate. Deep snow, days without heating
and/or water and the constant task of caring
for the dogs never fazed her. She collected her
shopping on foot from a small post office some
miles away with the aid of a shaggy Shetland
pony and two large saddlebags. Even in her later
years, she would patrol her land with up to
sixty dogs gambolling happily around her, and
two large Beardie X’s called Tweedle Dee and
Tweedle Dum who, without being asked, would
always station themselves either side of the
stiles to help her climb over. She is no longer
with us I am afraid, but many of us remember
her well and all the wonderful help she gave to
so many dogs over so many years.
Moving to Cestreham meant that although we
ran the rescue element, the dogs were cared
for by the kennel owners. There were large
boarding bills to pay, vet bills and a multitude of
other costs which meant fund raising had to be
increased still further. All kinds of extra events
were organised with great success, including
Margaret Sharpe’s Strawberry Fayre Suppers,

Major Brandram, Dolly Bromley, Lady Katherine,
Margaret Sharpe and Pam Blackwell with rescue
dog Bobby at an Autumn Market
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CDRS patron, Lady
Katherine Brandram
a Tramps’ Ball organised by Joyce Savage,
Fish and Chip suppers and a Dance evening.
John and Jennie Newton held a monthly sale
underneath the arches in Old Amersham selling
bric - a - brac and antiques with many of the
antiques donated to us by a little antique shop
in Chesham. This they did for many years. We
also started the all important flag days, a very
important fund raiser, which as I am sure you
will know, continue to this very day.
It was during our time at Cestreham that Lady
Katherine Brandram became Patron of the
Society. She was formally Princess Katherine of
Greece, the last surviving great granddaughter
of Queen Victoria. She had married Major
Richard Brandram in 1947 and was given the
title of Lady Katherine Brandram. Her last
home was in Marlow, Buckinghamshire, where
she lived with her many dogs – she was a great
dog lover and supported many of our events.
We were indeed very fortunate to have her as
our Patron, which she remained until her death
on 2nd October 2007 aged 94.
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In 1979 we became a Registered Charity and
formally changed our name to the Chilterns
Dog Rescue Society to reflect the wider area
we were taking dogs from and rehoming dogs
to. As we grew and developed, it was arranged
we should officially take on all the stray dogs
that arrived at local police stations in Herts and
Bucks. This contract was a huge responsibility
for the Society because, although some weeks
there were very few dogs, in others there were
very many and it was impossible to predict
what kind of dogs, how many would arrive each
day and what state they would be in.
We were based exclusively at Cestreham for
many years, from the late 1970’s until 1987,
when we were unexpectedly forced to leave.
This left us in a very vulnerable position, with
no kennels for dogs and no office as a base.
It was an emergency situation, but everyone
pulled together to solve the crisis we faced.
Bill West, our Treasurer at that time, took all
our possessions into his garage, including all
our office equipment, stationery supplies and
sale items. We had extra urgency in finding
homes for the dogs we still had. These were
found foster homes and we could only then
take in dogs on an emergency basis. I ran the
office from my home for over a year and had
a very gallant gentleman to help me – Wing
Commander John Wilson.

Abandoned puppies
eventually were lucky enough to find Woodfield
Springs in Hog Lane, Ashley Green, who were
happy to have rescue dogs on the upper site of
the existing boarding kennels. We finally moved
to Woodfield Springs in January 1989. Initially
we could only take 10 dogs at a time although
this increased to nearly 40. Procedures were
different, but it worked. We were still in business
and were there for dogs.

Our arrival at Woodfield Springs heralded many
changes - for a start, although our dogs were
being boarded, we ourselves had nowhere to
go. We had to arrange the re-homing of dogs
from the back of a car and do all the paperwork
from home so I feel we must not forget June
Fairbrother, Police Officer at Hemel Hempstead
Police Station. She bought us our first office
at Woodfield Springs. It was an ex-computer
In the meanwhile we were searching for another
shed which, although very basic, made us a
new home. We looked at many kennels and
perfect base for us to work
from. June looked after all the
Wing Commander
stray and abandoned dogs,
John Wilson
which came into Hemel Police
Pound for many years, driving
from her home in Harpenden
to Hemel Hempstead to feed
the dogs, clean them out and
take them for walks - all from
the goodness of her heart
and her love of dogs. June also
played a huge part in helping
dog owners in the Hemel
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Jo Hoar

Hempstead area. She paid out of her own
pocket for many, many dogs to be neutered,
thus contributing greatly to the decrease in
the number of unwanted pups being born and
finding their way into rescue.
The Wing Commander came with us to
Woodfield Springs and remained a stalwart
friend to me and the Society. We also made
quite a few changes to the site. Bill West, then
Honorary Treasurer, very generously donated
money for an extension to the office and a
great deal of work was carried out on the
grounds and car park and eight isolation kennels
were constructed. We had to take on more
kennel staff to deal with our extra workload –
both in the office and with the dogs and were
delighted when Jo Hoar joined our team, along
the way, adopting rescue dogs Misty, a Belgian
Shepherd X and then Gemma, a chocolate
Labrador. Jo not only worked at the Rescue
Centre for many years but also took an active
role in all other aspects of the Society. With
Jo, we also gained the unwavering support and
enthusiasm of her parents, Brian and Maureen,
her sister Christina and Jo’s future husband
Dave Samler – a real family commitment for
which we are deeply appreciative.

There have been so people over the years that
have helped the Society in various ways and
have become lifelong friends. It is impossible to
talk about everyone, as much as we would have
loved to have done so. However, we cannot
forget the lovely Wendy Joiner, with her bubbly
personality, who over 10 years raised a huge
amount of money for us. With her regular
stall in Tring, Wendy sold almost anything and
everything and became well know in the area
over the years. People would wait for her next
‘pitch’. She adopted a lovely greyhound from the
Society called Sylvester; Wendy and her husband
Den thought the world of him. Wendy now has
her own charity shop in Lincolnshire, still raising
money for Greyhounds who have became her
first love.
When Wendy moved away we were devastated
but were so very fortunate to have Joyce
Griffiths follow in her footsteps. Joyce is such an
integral part of CDRS now, a stoic attendee of
car boot sales with her most recent rescue dog
Tiny as well as helping us at the Rescue Centre
and our various fund raising events. The week
does not seem complete without Joyce around
at some point, often with another of our long
term volunteers, Brian Smith. Brian has made an
enormous contribution by carrying out much
of the maintenance work both at Hog Lane and
Bromley Heights as well as taking on rescue
dogs, Bobby, Ollie, Lisa and Lucy.

Tiny
(continued after the pull out)
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(...continued)

Celia with Topsy and Turvey

It was at Hog Lane dog walking with volunteers
was initiated, something which had never
happened before. It was enormously beneficial
for the dogs – and something that our dogs
continue to enjoy with our volunteers. The
yearly Cream Teas at Cholesbury were started
– the biggest day in the dog rescue fund
raising calendar. It is an enormously popular
event when we get to meet many owners and
their adopted dogs and it is also a fantastic
opportunity to promote our rescue and
rehoming work of the Society.
All the dogs were very special to us but
there were a few particularly memorable
dogs in this era. These included: Topsy and
Turvey, two little Jack Russell sisters. Although
Topsy was severely disabled from birth with a
neurological condition similar to cerebral palsy,
they sustained a life long love/hate relationship
and could not bear to be parted. They were
supreme escape artists and were constantly
being found miles from their home. It was

amazing that a little dog who found walking
so incredibly difficult could travel so many
miles – and this she did many times. We can
only assume that her sister, Turvey encouraged
her to do this. The owners, unable to cope any
longer, brought them in to Dog Rescue. They
were found a fantastic home, with an older
gentleman, who looked after his disabled sister
and felt he could also care for the pair. After
living a few years with him, he sadly died and
they were returned to us. They were very much
loved by the dog walkers, who always took
them out together –Turvey walking and Topsy
in a baby sling. Their luck did not run out – they
were eventually offered another wonderful
home. Their every need was catered for and
they were dearly loved. They both lived out the
rest of their lives there, living to a very great age.
Another special dog from this time was Scamp.
Scamp, a Tibetan Terrier type dog, was found
collapsed by the side of the main road in
15
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Scamp goes
mountain climbing

the cold and pouring rain. It quickly became
clear that not only was he totally blind, he
was also diabetic. A long process of care and
rehabilitation ensued and while at times, the
prospect of ever finding Scamp a new home
seemed highly unlikely, he was such a character
with such a strong desire to enjoy life, everyone
kept on working on his behalf. Finally Scamp
was offered a new home with Juliet and Roy
in Wiltshire and their lovely pack of rescue
dogs. They were not only prepared to manage
his health issues but also to treat him as a
normal dog. He visited the seaside and walked
extensively. Scamp’s biggest triumph was taking
part in conquering the three highest peaks
in England, Scotland and Wales, walking most
of the way and just accepting a little help in a
specially designed rucksack when the going got
too tough.
Timmy was another lucky dog. He staggered
through a hedge and fell onto the road in a very
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distressed state just as Sara, Rescue Centre
Manager, drove along that particular lane. A
moment or two sooner or later and he would
not have been spotted, but his timing was
perfect and he was scooped up in a blanket and
rushed to the vet. His leg was burned from hip
to toe, the bone was largely exposed and there
were smaller burns across his back and other
leg. The vet felt that a strong acid had either
fallen on him or been thrown over him and
Timmy had then run off in panic. Timmy was
reported as a stray but never claimed so he
stayed at CDRS where he underwent extensive
surgery and skin grafts. Mrs Middleton, who
worked at the police station where Timmy was
reported, was so moved by his harrowing story,
she came to visit and brought him biscuits for
Christmas. One thing led to another and when
Timmy was finally well enough, she offered him
a wonderful forever home.
Other memorable dogs from these early days
were Jango, a Dobermann X, one of the first dogs
to qualify as a Hearing Dog for the Deaf and
later Blossom, a miniature Poodle, whose story
was tracked on national televison by Rolf Harris.
Blossom was originally thrown from a moving car
near Gaddesden but was offered to Hearing Dogs
who, at that time, took on quite a number of our
dogs for training. Rolf fell in love with Blossom and
was delighted to see her success as a Hearing Dog
and to meet her new owner.
Timmy on the mend
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including Billy, Prince and Roma had long,
successful careers in the police force.
Another change which occurred was the taking
in of the Welsh Pound dogs. At Woodfield
Springs we no longer took in the local pound
dogs, so when we were approached by a Welsh
rescue to help, we agreed. A lot of dogs were
delivered from Wales by van on a regular basis.
Once again, we never knew who our new
arrivals would be or what time of night they
would arrive. As this proved rather difficult
to cope with, we made the decision to go to
directly to the Welsh pounds ourselves and
bring back as many dogs as we could kennel.

Jango
Other CDRS dogs also went into service. Some
trained as life-saving Search and Rescue dogs,
others as PAT dogs, bringing comfort to people
in care homes, hospitals and hospices. A few,
like Max the Labrador became highly successful
drugs detection dogs, or explosive detection
dogs for the forces like Ben the English Springer
Spaniel. A number of German Shepherds

We always remembered what the Society
was started for, so we always helped dogs
from private homes, which forever reason,
could no longer be kept. The many journeys
to Wales bringing dogs back from their
pounds still continues so our thanks must go
to Sara Muncke, David Lewis and other staff
and Trustees who have undertaken all these
journeys. Many thousands of dogs have been
saved, which would otherwise been destroyed.
Prince

Blossom
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FROM THE RESCUE CENTRE
of his own company ! Paws, a Poodle X Tibetan
Terrier, was abandoned in a London squat in
1989. He was adopted by Mr and Mrs Leffman,
and it was Denise Leffman, a former buyer for
a major chain store, who kick-started Paws’
new career. She tracked down high quality
collars and leads in America and managed to get
samples into Harrods and stores in the middleeast. Paws, as Chairman, modelled items such
as jewelled collars with pearls and diamante,
and high quality coats and rain wear. In spite of
his jet setting life style, Paws never forgot his
humble origins and he and his family remained
generous supporters of CDRS.
Taffy, one of the early dogs
rescued from a Welsh dog pound
The majority have been rehomed fairly locally,
but many have found new lives around England,
Scotland and Wales and a few have gone to live
in France, Germany, Spain, Canada and even
Australia. We have always enjoyed receiving
news of their adventures and follow their
progress with interest.
However, I think I am right in saying we have
only ever had one dog who became chairman

However, in the main, CDRS remained focussed
on taking in dogs that went forward to become
family pets and companions and, over the years,
thousands of dogs of all ages and in all shapes
and sizes came to dog rescue. Whilst most
people took a single dog, or very occasionally
pairs, some of our supporters became serial
adopters, notably K. Morant who has adopted
at least nineteen elderly dogs over the years.
When the Wing Commander sadly died, we
were extremely fortunate to be able to call
on a remarkable lady called Jo Moores. Kind,
sensible and wise, Jo was a great dog lover
with a special affinity to Schnauzers. When
Jo originally came to help us in 1991, it was
supposed to be just for a week or two to assist
with record keeping and filing, but these few
weeks turned into nearly nine years. When
Jo finally retired, she and her step daughter
Pam made the decision to move to Wales to
enjoy the beautiful countryside and to offer
opportunities to local dogs.
Denise and Paws

Chairman Paws
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Jo Moores, came for a week and
stayed for nine years!

Again, we were very lucky, with first class
administrative support first from Lynne
Williams, followed by Sue White and then
Laurie Shepherd who only left us last year to
relocate to Cumbria with rescue dogs Holly and
Brandy. Awareness of our rescue and rehoming
work continues to spread and we now take
in and rehome dogs across a very wide area.

Our dogs appeared regularly on the Paul O’
Grady show and Paul himself even adopted a
dog from us, Olga the brindle Westie X puppy
who was born at the Rescue Centre. We were
also pleased to receive a large quantity of dog
food which was donated by local MP Cheryl
Gillan whose own dog had one first prize at the
House of Commons dog show.
At our 40th anniversary event many of our
former dogs came back to visit with their new
owners and took part in a very moving parade of
rescue dogs, a display we would very much like
to repeat at our 50th Anniversary celebration

K. Morant has adopted at least
nineteen elderly dogs over the years.

Paul O’Grady and Olga
19
7

FROM THE RESCUE CENTRE
and dog show on 6th July 2013. Over these 50
years it had always been the aim of the Society
to own its own kennels and Rescue Centre.
We gained much experience over the years of
running kennels and we had also saved certain
monies towards a possible purchase. In 2009 an
opportunity arose. A property at Chivery came
on the market, which was ideal for us - a large
site with the opportunity to create everything
we had planned for so long. It was not without
difficulty and a lot of luck that we did secure
the purchase of Bromley Heights – our forever
home.
The development of the Rescue Centre is a
major project. The current board of Trustees
comprises David King, Neil Parker, Trevor
Pilling and Chairman David Lewis. I am still
able to work in the office at least two days a
week, alongside our new office administrator
Stephanie Strong. Manager Sara Muncke and
her deputy Belinda Stringer, both qualified dog
trainers and behaviourists, oversee the intake of
the dogs, their care and training and rehoming
ably assisted by a dedicated rehoming team;
Steve Jackson, Briony Carter, Clare Bunce, Chris
Bunce and Josh Grace. Our generous members,
the valiant band of dog walkers and loyal

David Lewis and Crystal,
our first dog at Bromley Heights
volunteers continue to support and encourage
us in every way possible and their contributions
in ways large and small are immensely valued
and appreciated.
Since its foundation, very many people over
the years have contributed to the success of
the charity; sadly many of these friends are
no longer with us, but I hope they are looking
down on us now with a great deal of pleasure
and appreciation. We are so lucky to be at
Chivery – it is so perfect for us and the dogs
in so many ways and has so much potential for
the future.

Cheryl Gillian
food donation
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I feel I have been so lucky too – for a child, who
was never allowed to have a dog, I have been
given the greatest of opportunities to work
with dogs and get to know and love so many
of them, not to forget the many dogs I have
adopted myself.
Celia Strange
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Cream Teas at Cholesbury

S E PT

CDRS Annual

26 General Meeting

Cholesbury Village Hall, Cholesbury
Common HP23 6ND. Sales from 2pm

This is one of our most popular annual events
so don’t miss out on the wonderful selection of
sandwiches, scones, cakes and biscuits. Be the first
to buy the new CDRS Christmas cards or just
enjoy browsing our stalls, including homemade
produce, plants, books, toys tombola, jewellery,
bric-a-brac and CDRS gifts and goods.

The CDRS Annual General Meeting
will be held on Thursday 26th
September at 8pm.
at Chesham Town Hall HP5 1DS

All members welcome.

How do I tell you ?
Don’t scold me when I bark
To say, how glad I am
You’re back.
Or smack me when I leap
To welcome you
Or grumble when I wake you
With a lick.
I so much want that we should
Start the day anew.

Don’t raise your voice in anger
When I beg.
It’s your giving, not the food, that means so much.
I have no other way to show
My love
Or tell you how I long to
Feel your touch.
You are my world,
To me you are everything,
Not just my master
But my god.
I would rather die
Than let you down or fail,
But I have no way to tell you this
Except through licks and barks
And by the wagging of my tail.
Don Strange (in memory of Lucy)
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LETTERS - it’s your write!

Angus

Angus
Dear Chilterns Dog Rescue,
I wanted to update you on how Angus is doing
since he moved in with us. He has settled in
really well. He did cry the first night but hasn’t
since. He is such great fun and is now a well
established member of our family. He is very
well behaved and we only had a few accidents
in the house initially. He loves his walks and
could run forever. He has been off lead a few
times and it would seem he will do anything for
a bit of hot dog so comes back every time I call
him. He does love other dogs and seems to be
friendly with everyone. I am slowly getting my
confidence with him when we are out without
giving him too much freedom. He has boundless
energy and Joshua loves to throw the ball for
him and just run about. Joshua and Angus are
firm friends and Angus is very gentle with Joshua
Thank you very much for allowing us the joy
of looking after Angus, he is wonderful and we
love him. We now have an amazing dog in our
lives and he has helped our wounds heal from
the huge losses we have had in our lives. I do
think that dogs are sent to us for a reason and
little Angus is a blessing.
Kind regards,
KW ( Berkhamsted)
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Jack

Jack
Jack has settled into his new life with happiness
and confidence and is a big part of the family.
His only fault is he is terrible in the mornings –
we have to drag him out of bed!!!
Lots of Love,
BR and family and various other animals, dogs,
horses etc (Wheathamsted)

Lucy
Hi team
Just a quick email to advise that Lucy is a little
darling and doing really well!! She is everybody’s
friend and great with other dogs but does tend
to wear them out with non stop play!!
She adores children as can be seen with two of
my grandaughters Mia and Macie!!
We are working at improving her return
skills but tit bits do help!! House training is
completed and she sleeps right through the
night in her crate. Thanks for a lovely little dog!!
JW ( Swindon )
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Lucy with Mia
and Macie

launcher and his nylabone. He has now got
quite a few new doggy friends and gets on
extremely well with my sister’s Labradoodle.
We have now started letting him off the lead
on walks and his recall is getting better all the
time. He has not needed his cage for about 6
weeks now and settles down well.

Marty

Everyone who meets him comments on what a
lovely dog he is and what a happy little chap he
is. We are back dog training next week after a
month off and I think he will enjoy that as every
time he walks past the village hall where it is
held he tries to go in.  

Thought I would let you know how Marty is
after Christmas.

Kind regards,
LH (Stewartby)

He has had a lovely Christmas and won the
retrieve the sausage competion at his Dog
Training Christmas Party, he was the only
one to bring it back without teeth marks in
it!! His prize was a tuggy toy – mind you, he
was against 3 Labradors and a Ridgeback who
swallowed them straight up.
On a more serious note on his 5th week at
dog training he passed his Bronze Good Citizen
award, the person who did the judging was
my previous dog trainer who retired a couple
of years ago. He was very impressed with
Marty and said he would have got gold but we
unfortunately we had to start at the beginning.
Marty has had a lot of Christmas presents
but his favourite seems to be the tennis ball
Marty

Sasha

Sasha
Hi, it’s been nearly twelve months since Sasha
came to live with me. It has been the best ever
year for both of us. I fell in love with her the
moment I set eyes on her and all my family are
the same. I have made so many friends through
dog walking and feel much fitter. Sasha is a
delight to cuddle up with and her manners are
very good. She has kept good health and we are
going for check up and jab next week. I can’t
thank you enough for bringing us together:
keep up the good work.
GS (Milton Keynes)
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VET REPORT

VET

REPORT

30
years
of veterinary

care for CDRS
Richard Clarke has been visiting Chilterns Dog Rescue kennels for over 30
years at three different sites, to give veterinary advice and treatment to all of
the dogs that pass through the Rescue Centre. Many things have changed over
those three decades but a common link has been the aims and the beliefs of
the Society – and Celia Strange.

CDRS introduction

Richard’s first introduction to CDRS was while
he was working as an assistant veterinary
surgeon to Unwin and Garner based at the
Wheelhouse Veterinary practice in Chesham.
Richard had qualified at the Royal Veterinary
College in London in 1978 and, after a few
years of working in Somerset with farm animals
he had decided on a career with dogs and cats.
As part of his duties as the young assistant,
Richard had to visit Cestreham Kennels
situated on a cold and windy hilltop in
Flaunden. CDRS was based in a rather small
and rather damp caravan at the kennels and the
dogs were examined outside where it always
seemed to be snowing, looking back. Once a
week Richard would examine and vaccinate the
new dogs, which were mainly local strays, and
treat any which were unwell.

Continued service

After a few years Richard left Unwin and
Garner and opened his own practice in
Berkhamsted with his partner. CDRS asked
Richard to continue visiting them, initially at
Flaunden although before long they had moved
to Woodfield Springs kennels in Ashley Green.
The weekly visits continued but, in addition,
there was a commitment to neuter many of the
24

rescue dogs. Some of the dogs were neutered
while at the kennels while others benefitted
from a voucher scheme which contributed to
the costs once the dogs had been rehomed.
Another change saw rescued dogs coming from
Wales as links to the Society were developed
by Sara Muncke.
Most recently, Richard has followed CDRS
to Bromley Heights in Chivery near Tring
where, at last, the Society owns its own site
after a massive fund raising effort. The work
has continued as before with the Welsh dogs
gaining a reputation of being lovely natured
and grateful for their good fortune. Most dogs
arrive in less than ideal condition with no
information on background or health status so
Richard works with CDRS to prepare the dogs
for rehoming in an improved state. This includes
a health check, vaccination, neutering and
investigation and treatment of ear infections,
skin problems, lameness and countless other
conditions.

Family affair

Richard’s links to CDRS extend beyond a
working relationship. All three of the dogs
which his family have owned have come from
the Society. Beattie was the first, a six month
old Jack Russell Terrier who had lived with
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an elderly lady and had not been very well
exercised. She was a lovely, if excitable, bitch
who loved jumping vertically at birds, trees,
planes, anything. She lived until a respectable
17 years old. The gap left by Beattie was filled
by Bagel who was born at Woodfield Springs
from a rescued Terrier cross bitch. She has
become a lovely family family pet and has
been joined by Biscuit from Wales. Biscuit is a
tiny Chihuahua cross Terrier and never stops
running around.
Richard relishes his links with CDRS and
particularly enjoys meeting the new owners
with dogs which have blossomed, and are
appreciated and happy in their new homes.

If you have any concerns
about the health of your dog,
please talk to your vet.

Sara Muncke, is a Member of the Canine &
Feline Behaviour Association of Great Britain
and is authorised to see clients and work with
dogs with all levels of behavioural problems.
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REMEMBERING

Remembering...
opportunity to rehome such
a super dog. Thankfully we
have Denzil, our young Lab/
Greyhound cross to help
console us.
Best regards
MF (Feltham)

Womble
Do any of you remember
Womble. We rehomed him from
yourselves around October
2002. He was a totally blind, 20kg
Staffie X.It is with great sadness
that we had him put to sleep on
Sunday morning. He had been
losing weight and had some
sort of central nervous system
tumour. On Sunday morning he
had a minor ‘vacant episode’ type
of fit and we decided it was time
for him to go. A terribly sad day.

Jessie

Jessie
Hello, you may remember Jessie, the lovely
Springer Spaniel we re homed from you in April
2009. She was on the cover of your Spring
2009 magazine.
Tonight we had to have to put her to sleep as
she was suffering kidney failure. We knew this
moment was coming so we’ve been able to
prepare but it doesn’t make it any easier.
Everyone who met her was instantly smitten
with her lovely gentle nature and she really
enjoyed meeting people. Thank you for the
26

We used to live in Abbots
Langley but moved up to a small
holding in Lincolnshire seven years ago. Womble
loved playing in the fields where no other dogs
were. The photo is of him and Lucy who we
also got from yourselves.
Be assured Womble was a very special dog and
we are proud to have owned him and given him
a lovely home.
Keep up the good work.
JM (Lincs).
Editors note: We remember Womble with great
affection. He had been born a normal puppy but,
unfortunately, the gate to his garden was left open
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Womble

and Womble got out and was involved in a terrible
car accident. Both his optic nerves were severed
by the impact and, at only six months of age, he
lost his sight instantly. Unable to cope with a blind
puppy, his former owner brought Womble to CDRS
for rehoming. He was not an easy dog to place but
a special appeal finally resulted in his wonderful
forever home.

Billy
I am very sorry to have to tell you that Billy
was put to sleep this week following a form of
stroke.   He was 15 all but two weeks so had
done well but he is going to be sadly missed.
Obviously I can’t thank you all enough for
introducing us in the first place!!
Best wishes
JV ( Wigginton)

I stood beside your bed last night.
I stood beside your bed last night; I came to have a peep.
I could see that you were crying, you found it hard to sleep.
I whined to you so softly as you brushed away a tear, “It’s me,
I haven’t left you, I’m well, I’m fine, I’m here.”
I was close to you at breakfast, I watched you pour the tea.
You were thinking of the many times your hands reached down to me.
I was with you at the shops today; your arms were getting sore.
I longed to take your parcels; I wish I could do more
I was with you at my grave today; you tend it with such care.
I want to reassure you that I’m not lying there.
I walked with you towards the house, as you fumbled for the key.
I gently put my paw on you, I smiled and said “It’s me.”
You looked so very tired and sank into a chair.
I tried so hard to let you know that I was standing there.
It’s possible for me to be so near you every day,
To say to you with certainty, “I never went away.”
You sat there very quietly, then I smiled, I think you knew,
In the stillness of the evening, I was very close to you.
The day is over... I smile and watch you yawning
And say “Goodnight, God bless, I’ll see you in the morning.
And when the time is right for you to cross the brief divide,
I’ll rush to greet you and we’ll stand side by side.
I have so many things to show you, there’s so much for you to see.
Be patient, live your journey out... then come home to be with me.
Anon 27

Bromley Heights
St Leonards Road
Chivery, Nr Tring
Herts HP23 6LD

EST 1963

CHILTERNS DOG
RESCUE SOCIETY

Tel. No. 01296 623885
Fax. No. 01296 623813
Email: cdrsoffice@aol.com

PUTTING DOGS FIRST

Membership and Donation Form
Personal Details
Name:
Address:
Telephone:
Email:
Signature:

Date:

Donation Details
Please find enclosed my donation of £

towards the running costs of Chilterns Dog Rescue Society

Membership Details
Please find enclosed my annual membership fee of:

£10

£15

£25

£50

Other

Payment Details
Please make cheques payable to Chilterns Dog Rescue Society and send it to the address above. If you require
a receipt, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
Gift Aid
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made:
Today

In the past 4 years

In the future

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to
5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council
Tax do not qualify.
I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I gave on or after 6 April 2008.
Date:

Signature:

Remember to notify us if you no longer pay income tax or capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations.You can cancel this
Declaration at any time by notifying the Society. Please notify the Society if you change your address.
The data that you provide will be used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1985. We normally hold your details on a computer but we do
not disclose your personal details or information concerning your donations to any other organisation. Please indicate if you do not want your
details to be held on a computer,

I would like to assist CDRS with:
Fundraising
Sponsorship

Reg.Char. No. 257557

Dog Walking

Putting dogs first

Other (please specify)

www.chilternsdogrescue.org.uk

Your Dog Rescue Needs You
Do you have a couple of hours to spare on an occasional
Saturday or week day? Do you have a friendly smile and like
talking to people? If so, then CDRS needs you!!
During the year there are CDRS street and shop collections taking place
through out the area. These usually take place either at a supermarket or in
the town centre and run between 9am and 5pm. We are always looking for
volunteers to help fill the two hour collecting slots to publicise the work of
the Society and help raise money for the dogs in our care. These collections
are vital for assisting in the overall running of the Rescue Centre, without
them it would be much harder to achieve the amazing results we do. This
activity raises thousands of pounds each year which just goes to prove
the wonderful generosity of the general public, even when the economic
climate is not particularly rosy. Our volunteers were also able to help find
homes for some of our rescue dogs by advising potential adopters how
to go about finding a CDRS dog for their home.
If you would be interested in helping us from time to time for just a
couple of hours, please email cdrscollections@aol.com for further
information of where we will be collecting in 2013.

CHILTERNS DOG RESCUE SOCIETY
Registered Charity Number 257557

Established in 1963, Chilterns Dog Rescue Society offers accommodation and care for unwanted and homeless
dogs until permanent homes can be found for them.
The Society has successfully rehomed in excess of 18,000 dogs and currently re-homes approximately 350 dogs
a year of all ages, sizes, breeds and backgrounds.
Chilterns Dog Rescue Society pays a lot of attention to placing the right dog in the right home and qualified
trainers and behaviourists provide training support to individual dogs if required. Dog training is routinely
offered to all prospective adopters and behavioural counselling and practical advice is available to members of
the public experiencing problems with dogs from other sources.
With a difficult economic climate, the needs of local dogs, and indeed dogs across the country, are greater
than ever. The new premises we have bought in Chivery, near Tring provide a lovely, secluded situation just five
miles from our previous location in Ashley Green. After fifty years, we now have the opportunity to construct
purpose built kennels and training facilities for dogs with nowhere else to turn. There is still so much work to
do but we look forward to the challenges that await us as we move to a new era of rescue and rehoming for
the Society, always putting dogs first.
Interested individuals and groups can help in a number of ways, for example by:

•
•
•
•
•
•

becoming a member
assisting with one of our varied fund raising events
organising a fund raising event of their own
becoming a sponsor of dogs with special needs
making a one-off donation or regular contribution
remembering the dogs when making a will

• becoming a voluntary dog walker
• collecting blankets and towels for use
at the Rescue Centre

• offering any special skills which may be of interest
• forming a working party to help with
on-going site projects

If you would like to become more involved with the work of Chilterns Dog Rescue Society,
please do not hesitate to get in touch to find out more about how you can make a
difference to dogs in need. For further information please telephone 01296 623885.

EST 1963

CHILTERNS DOG
RESCUE SOCIETY
PUTTING DOGS FIRST

FOUNDER
Mrs I.A. Bromley
HONORARY PRESIDENT
Mrs C. Strange
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr D. Lewis - Chairman
Mr N. Parker - Secretary
Mr T. Pilling - Treasurer
Mr D. King - Trustee
COMMITTEE ADVISORS
Mrs C. Strange
Mrs S. Muncke - Rescue Centre Manager
Mrs B. Stringer - Deputy Rescue Centre Manager
ADDRESS
Chilterns Dog Rescue Society
Bromley Heights
St Leonards Road
Chivery, Nr.Tring
Herts HP23 6LD
CONTACTS
Tel: 01296 623885
Fax: 01296 623813
Email: cdrsoffice@aol.com
www.chilternsdogrescue.org.uk
OPENING HOURS
10.30am - 2.00pm 6 days a week
Closed Wednesdays
Reg. Char. No. 257557

