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What an absolutely fabulous year 2013 has been for CDRS.

I would like to thank everyone who helped make our 50th year such an 
outstanding success and, in particular, our 50th Anniversary Show on Saturday 
6th July. We had a wide range of stalls, exhibitions and entertainments on 
offer as well as the dog show so there was something for everyone to enjoy. 

Our thanks go to all the volunteers who 
contributed so much to the overall planning and 
organisation of the day, the stallholders, Local 
Vocals Choir, The Aldbury Morris Men, Rossway 
Dog Training School and the judges who gave up 
their time to join us. A glorious sunny Summer’s 
day added to a great atmosphere and hundreds 
and hundreds of people attended. It was hard 
work, but very well worth it. 
 
Seeing so many friends, both canine and human 
was tremendous. The parade of our former 
residents in the ring was an emotional event and 
really brought home the numbers of dogs we are 
able to help find permanent loving homes. 

As we finished setting up for the show late on 
Friday evening I learned that Aylesbury Vale District 
Council had formally replied to our planning 
application to redevelop the Rescue Centre. It 
was an additional joy to be able to announce that 
planning permission had been granted. What a 
wonderful way to help us celebrate 
five decades of rescue and  
rehoming work.

Chairman’s Comments
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Many thanks to Mr and Mrs Pascoe for sending the photograph of Henry 
featured on the front cover. Henry was rehomed from CDRS in 2002 and is 
still an active little dog, much loved by all the family.



Trustees, staff and members were unanimous 
in their delight and I like to think our Founder, 
Dolly Bromley, would have been pleased with 
our progress too. As I said on the day, it is hard 
to imagine that everything we have achieved 
in the field of dog welfare started with one 
dog she rescued way back in 1963. However, 
as they say, great oaks from little acorns grow, 
and over the years we have created a brilliant 
organisation which has helped thousands and 
thousands of dogs and will now continue to 
do so. Having bought a property in Green 
Belt Land and an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty it was never going to be easy to put 
together plans with which the Council would 
be happy. Nevertheless, we have now achieved 
that and we can progress to the next stage of 
this major project. 

This really is an exciting time to be at CDRS. 
We have not been idle since July; there has 
been much fund raising activity in addition 
to all the work associated with the re-
development. We have attended various 
county shows, held street and shop 
collections, organised the Annual Cream 
Teas event as well as pressing on with 
the plans to rebuild.  As I write this we 
are collating the full specification of the 
rebuild so we can put the work out to 
tender. I would hope that we will have 
completed the tendering process in 
the near future, with a view to starting 
the building work in earnest in 2014. 

The tendering process will also confirm 
costs, but we believe we have reserves that 

will enable us to complete the main phase of 
the redevelopment work. This is thanks to the 
fantastic generosity of many, many people 

as well as all the hard work done by our 
fundraisers over the years.

With the loyal support of Trustees, staff, 
the volunteers and the members, we have 
overcome every challenge put in front of us 
to date. I am confident that we will soon be 
operating from purpose built facilities that 
enable us to expand the help and support we 
can give to dogs in need far in to the future. I 
look forward to the exciting changes that 2014 
will bring us and will ensure all members are 
kept informed of progress as the year unfurls.

Wishing you all compliments of the season 

David Lewis
Chairman

3

On 1st December 2013 CDRS 
launched its new website 

A brand new format with additional 
features including a calendar of 
forthcoming events, new search option 
and more information pages about 
rehoming from the Society and dog 
ownership.

www.chilternsdogrescue.org.uk

CDRS website 
relaunch
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From the Rescue Centre
2013 has been a very positive year for 
the dogs for CDRS and for everyone 
associated with the Society but the 
number of dogs in need of help is huge. 
Last year records show 118,000 strays 
were collected nationwide, less than 
the previous year, but still too many 
for the collective resources of all the 
rescue organisations. 

There are never enough new homes for all the 
unwanted and abandoned dogs but, taking into 
account the economic state of the country 
and the cost of dog ownership, rehoming at 
CDRS has remained encouraging. This year we 
have experienced a slight reduction in intake 
enquiries for dogs from Bucks, Herts, Oxon and 
Beds, a relief after last year’s figure of over 1000. 
However, although there were fewer local dog 
owners getting in touch, the nature of many of 
the dogs we were asked to take was markedly 
more challenging.

It is important that, as far as possible, there is 
a variety of dogs at the Rescue Centre hoping 
for new homes soon. We accept a wide range 
of crossbreeds and pedigrees, low energy 
companions and high energy working dogs with 
strong instinctive drives to herd, search, retrieve 
or guard. The most common reasons cited by 
ex-owners for rehoming relate to a change 
in circumstances where the needs of the dog 
can no longer be met. This may be the loss of 
accommodation, a family split or new job that 
leads to the dog being left alone all day, and in 
most cases the owner requires a quick solution 
within a matter of days, if not hours. Some come 
in following the birth of a baby; others due to an 
allergy, illness or bereavement within the family 
which is often particularly sad for the older 
dogs who have shared their lives with elderly 
owners. Luckily we have an excellent support 
network for our older dogs who all find new 
homes provided their health is compatible with 

rehoming. Many dogs are passed on because 
their behaviour. Problems include pulling on the 
lead, destructive behaviour and being messy in 
the house but these can be readily resolved with 
further training, exercise and behavioural support 
at the Rescue Centre.

As well as taking dogs from our immediate 
catchment area, we also continue to go to the 
pounds regularly, over 23 trips last year. The dogs 
from the pounds are, by virtue of the system, 
all strays as dog wardens are not empowered 
to take dogs from their own homes except 
in exceptional circumstances. This does not 
necessarily mean they have been unloved or 
uncared for, simply that there is such pressure on 
rescue centres that space is not readily available. 
The financial and emotional costs of euthanasia 
are too high and the only option in many cases is 
to put the dog out on the street. 

While we would wish to give every dog a chance, 
the reality is that high numbers of dogs can not 
be legally rehomed. Sadly around 20% of the 
total number of our intake enquires are for dogs 
with aggressive behaviour towards people, dogs 
and/or other animals. Most of these dogs have 
breached at least one law, which makes them 
incredibly difficult for anyone to help. There is a 
raft of canine legislation available to the police 
and the courts to protect the public. There is no 
doubt that some dog owners and/ or handlers 
will be facing more severe penalties including 
heavier fines and even imprisonment for dogs 
that not under their control or show aggressive 
behaviours. Section 1 of the Dangerous Dogs Act 
covers four named breeds, although we mainly 
encounter Pitbull Terriers along with crossbred 
dogs with similar characteristics.

A comprehensive study tracking the rise of so 
called ‘status dogs’ across the world indicates we 
should expect much worse to come in the UK. 
Nationally there have been some horrific stories 
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of dog aggression this year, attacks of both dog 
on dog and dog on people, some resulting in 
fatalities. It is very clear that this is growing 
problem that will affect us all. Status dogs have 
come under increasing scrutiny and are very 
difficult to re-home. 60% of all enquiries at CDRS 
are for us to take in such dogs. By far the most 
frequent intake applications are for Staffordshire 
Bull Terriers and their crosses, but also many 
German Shepherds, Rottweilers, Dobermanns, 
Dogue de Bordeaux, Mastiffs, American Bulldogs, 
Sharpeis, Akitas, English Bull Terriers and 
Rhodesian Ridgebacks. Where we have been able 
to gather further information, 35% of these dogs 
have a history of aggression, particularly towards 
other dogs. This is significantly higher than in 
other types of dog, where aggression is less 
common, but may be directed towards people 
rather than other animals. A snapshot of the first 
500 intake enquiries to CDRS this year produced 
some disturbing statistics as the graphs in this 
report indicate.

At CDRS we are fortunate to be able to assess 
each dog on its own merits and help if we can; 
it all comes down to the individual dog, its 
legality, background, socialisation and training. 
The Rescue Centre is blessed with a strong, 
committed and well qualified team of staff and 
volunteers consistently working hard to promote 
the best care for the dogs and to find each of 
them the most suitable new home. It is good 
to see younger members of staff, some who 
joined the Society as work experience students, 
gaining confidence and experience in all aspects 
of rescue and rehoming. At the same time, senior 
staff members are not only working hard at the 
Rescue Centre but also making the effort to 
progress their professional skills and experience 
in the areas of Instructing and dog training, 
behavioural assessment and support and dog 
law. These courses benefit the CDRS dogs, our 
adopters and owners of dogs from other sources 
who come to us seeking help. As a tutor for 
the Cambridge Institute of Dog Behaviour and 
Training (www.cidbt.org.uk) and Education and 
Rescue Welfare Consultant for the Pet Education,  

Training and Behaviour Council (www.petbc.
org.uk), I also feel privileged to contribute my 
experience to help dogs in the UK and around 
the world that I will never meet. 

All in all, we have an excellent foundation 
from which to move forward once the new 
facilities are up and running and look forward 
to the opportunities and challenges this will 
undoubtedly bring. 

Sara Muncke
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A snapshot of the first 500 intake enquiries 
to CDRS this year gave some disturbing 
statistics as the graphs in this report indicate.

Reasons for rehoming

Breed types

Rehoming enquiries for ‘status’ dogs



6

JUN

02
Sally Thompson Marathon
Sally Thomson is no stranger to 
running the London Marathon so we 

were delighted when she told us that this 
year, CDRS was to be her nominated charity. 
Sally’s experience and training were obvious 

when she stormed home 
in a time of 4 hours 59 
minutes and 25 seconds. 
Many, many thanks to 
Sally and her sponsors 
who raised over £1450 
to support our rescue 
dogs.

Sponsored walk 
A cold 
Spring 

meant the 
bluebells were late 
flowering this year 
but appeared in 
perfect time for 
our sponsored 
walk. Terry Feist 
organised yet 
another new walk around Wendover Woods 
and The Hale which highlighted some of the 
most spectacular views the Chilterns have to 
offer. Dog walkers and their sponsors raised 
the magnificent sum of over £800. 

Coombe Hill Run
Once again, The White Swan in 
Wendover entered a team in ‘The 

Coombe Hill Run’ on what turned out to be 
quite a warm day.  With the kind permission of 
the Landlord and Landlady, Paul and Mel, the 
usual ‘battle weary’ old warriors entered the 
fray with a selection of younger upstarts (who 
were mostly thrashed). The run, which was 
organised by Aylesbury Vale Running Club, was a 
great success and the usual refreshments were 
enjoyed back in The White Swan on completion 
(no injuries). CDRS was delighted to receive 
a fantastic donation of £775.87 to help ‘keep 
those tails wagging’ and sincere thanks go to 
Paul, Mel, Gary and the rest of the team for 
their amazing efforts on behalf of the dogs. 

50th Anniversary Dog 
Show and Fete
What an amazing day! A great 

celebration of the Society’s achievements 
over the last five decades and an opportunity 
to catch up with so many friends and their 
CDRS dogs. Refreshments, stalls and donations 
generated over £3000 for the dogs. Thank you 
to everyone who travelled from near and far 
to join us and to all the volunteers who made 
the day run so smoothly. We hope you enjoyed 
this special occasion as much as we did. Some 
pictures of this special day can be found on 
pages 14 and 15. 

Pets at Home, Apsley Summer 2013
The Support Adoption for Pets campaign raises vital funds for 
rehoming centres and increases public awareness of pet adoption 
thereby helping to give unwanted pets a second chance at 
happiness. CDRS was nominated to be one of the local charities 
to benefit from the campaign and, on 16th July, Gerry McDermott 
presented David Lewis with a cheque for £594.45. CDRS would 
like to extend their thanks to Pets at Home and their customers 
for their generosity and their ongoing donations of dog food, dog 
biscuits, toys and other accessories to help the dogs in kennels.

JUL

06

APR

21

MAY

19

Activities Since Last Newsletter

CDRS RECENT EVENTS
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Monks Risborough 
Horticultural Show 
It was our first time at this local 

Horticultural show which featured a wide 
selection of stalls, dog show and a display by 
a team of German Shepherd dogs and their 
handlers. The afternoon, which raised £110 
for the dogs, also gave us the opportunity to 
introduce the work of CDRS to a new audience.

Bucks County Show
The Bucks County Show is one of the 
events we always like to attend. This 

year was particularly successful in terms of 
the level of interest that was expressed in our 
rescue and rehoming work. As a result, four dogs 
were rehomed in the days immediately after the 
show and more are working with prospective 
adopters. In addition, sales of cards and gifts and 
donations to the Society raised £395.

Amersham Heritage Day
It has been a long time since steam 
engines or a 1938 fire engine were 

seen in Old Amersham but what a great trip 
down memory lane for some and a fantastic 
display of our local heritage. Paul and Ann 
Rasinsky very kindly represented CDRS and 
were kept busy by visitors to the show who 
wanted to find out more about our work. 
After a long but very successful day, only punc-
tuated by a couple of heavy showers, Paul and 
Ann had raised a magnificent total of £496.58.

Shop Collections
Tesco Jarman Park £275.01
Tesco Rickmansworth £112.00
Tesco Princes Risborough £248.50

Thame Show 13th July
The CDRS stall raised over £255 and 
was a focal point for local people 

offering a home to a rescue dog.

Fashion and jewellery sale
Alison Page and Geraldine Walker 
held a fashion and jewellery sale on 

19th September 2013 and proceeds from the 
sale of teas, coffees and cakes were donated 
to CDRS.  £100 was raised for CDRS - a great 
result and thanks to Alison, Geladine and their 
team for support.

Sophie’s Sweet Stall
Sophie Turney 
approached CDRS 
this year because she 
wanted to help the dogs 
at the Rescue Centre. 
Sophie organised and 
ran a stall at her school 
selling delicious sweets, 
cakes and doughnuts 

where students and staff helped her raise a 
marvelous £92.05.  Thank you Sophie.  

AUG

03

Cream Teas
We were blessed with another 
wonderful afternoon of sunshine 

which was very well attended by dog lovers, 
cake lovers and their dogs. Many, many thanks 
to all the volunteers who helped on the stalls, 
provided cakes, plants, jewellery and bric-a-
brac and helped in so many other ways to help 
us raise £2320 on the day.

AUG

18

AUG

29

SEP

08

JUL

13

SEP

19

Grand Raffle
Thank you to everyone who made the 
2013 Grand Raffle such a success. After 
costs, £4,388.93 was raised which will be 
used to help the dogs in our care.

The lucky winning tickets drawn on 7th 
September were:

16290 £500

16508 £200

17424 £100

16212 Wendover Heights voucher

33847 M&S voucher

08049 WH Smiths voucher

17360 M&S voucher

31760 WH Smiths voucher
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Ashley Green Quiz Night
at Ashley Green Memorial Hall, Two 
Dells Lane,  Ashley Green, 7.30pm. 

Teams of 6. £12  per head.  Hot supper 
provided. Book early to avoid disappointment. 
Tickets available from the Rescue Centre now.

Tring Quiz Night
at the Red Cross Hall, Frogmore 
Street, Tring, 7.30pm. Teams of 6.  

£12  per head. Hot supper provided. Tickets 
available from the Rescue Centre now.

Sponsored Walk from 
the Rescue Centre
Meet at 2.30pm for a prompt 3pm 

start. Don’t miss this great opportunity to 
explore Wendover Woods with us. Everyone 
welcome, with or without a dog. Sponsorship 
forms available from the Rescue Centre now.

Amersham Street 
Collection
Any offers of help to help us cover 

two hours shifts between 9am and 5pm 
would be much appreciated.

DEC

07

FEB

08

APR

26

MAY

18

Berkhamsted Street 
Collection
Again any offers of help to help us 

would be much appreciated.

DEC

14

Upcoming events 2013

Upcoming events 2014

Cream Teas at Cholesbury
Cholesbury Village Hall, Cholesbury 
Common HP23 6ND.  From 2pm

A long way ahead but make on a note in 
your diary so you don’t miss one of our 
most popular events of the year.

AUG

17

Street Collections
Each year we arrange a number of collections in local town 
centres and outside major supermarkets. The support of the 
public is always very evident and we know the more volunteers 
we have to help us, the more money we can raise for the dogs. 

If you would be prepared to give up two hours to cover a shift 
with another volunteer, or could help with a fund raising event of 
a different kind, we would love to hear from you.



9

On 5th October 2013 Jez Perkins of Tring 
set off on an adventure of a lifetime, trekking 
through the Himalayas to raise money for the 
Chilterns Dog Rescue. Jez has been a supporter 
since rehoming Charlie in 2005.

Jez is a seasoned traveller but trekking 
amongst the Daula Dhar Mountain range and 
reaching altitudes in excess of 3500m this two 
week expedition was no stroll in the park. It 
was the first international fund raising event of 
this nature that has been held for the Society 
and to date, Jez’s extreme trekking expedition 
has raised £1883.15. CDRS extend their 
sincere thanks and admiration to Jez who is 
now home safely, much to Charlie’s delight 
and to everyone who supported this epic fund 
raising challenge.

Indian Himalaya 
Challenge

Jez Perkins with Charlie
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Bailey

I just wanted to give you a brief update on how 
Bailey is getting on.  When we left you Bailey 
had jumped into the car quite happily and his 
journey home was very uneventful. For the 
first few hours we contained him in the area 
that he will spend most of his time which is the 
kitchen/dining area that leads out to the garden; 
he was very inquisitive and I am glad to say did 
not make any attempt to mark his territory 
indoors. 

We took him for a walk along the road and 
into the fields where we changed his short lead 
to an extending one and started practicing his 
recall which was very good. Over the weekend 
we have continued to establish routines with 
him and he is now walking on the short lead 
with very little pulling after his first initial 
burst. He has had a chance to socialise with 
many dogs we meet on our walks and has 
conducted himself very well. One of the fields 
is completely fenced in with sheep wire and 

no animals present so we have given Bailey the 
chance to run freely off the lead and he has 
always come back to us and followed us. In the 
house he tried to get upstairs but a firm No is 
getting him to realise that is out of bounds to 
him. He does try to get on the sofa but again 
a firm No and he hopefully he is getting the 
message. He potters about in and out of the 
house and the only time he has barked so far 
is when he wanted someone to play with a ball 
with him. He has his playtime, his recall practice 
and 2 good walks a day. 

He loves being groomed and his coat is 
beginning to get a shine to it. We do recognise 
it is early days yet and we still have work to do 
but he has brought a tremendous amount of 
joy into our family and I do believe he is happy 
with us.

CT & LT (Olney)

Leila
Hello everybody! Just a short update regarding 
Leila, our beautiful baby that came to live with 
us from you in April.
 
I just wanted to tell you how well she has settled 
down; she is totally perfect, a good girl in every 
way, and with every one.  She has been to the 
seaside recently with us, and loved running in 
and out of the sea and running in the sand.  She 
was so happy and enjoyed herself immensely.

Bailey

Leila

LETTERS - it’s your write!



I am so sorry we couldn’t make it to the 50th 
Fun Day, but we were on holiday during that 
time, we will come to the next one and bring 
Leila with us so you can see how perfect she is.
  
Thank you so much for allowing us to have 
Leila. She has made such a difference to our 
lives, and has certainly filled the sadness we 
had from losing our other dog.  She has many 
friends in the neighbourhood and some of 
those are even cats!  She is getting on famously 
with our cats too, they love her to pieces and 
rub around her legs and face every day.  They 
definitely think she belongs to them :)

I was so happy to hear the good news about 
the planning permission.  Long may you carry 
on your excellent work.

LC (Shenley)

Tess
I am delighted to say that not only has Tess 
settled in well, her training is coming on in 
leaps and bounds - recall is very good, sit is 
excellent, stay is excellent and down is also 
good. It took approx 5 minutes for her to settle 
in and a further 5 minutes to start racing Fen, 
our other dog, up and down stairs.

 After a busy week of her charming all who 
come to the house I also groomed all the dogs 
today and she just laid down and enjoyed the 
experience.  It seems she is used to living in a 
house environment, she has been clean at night 
and knows when told “no” not to continue…
Overall she is a delightful creepy-crawly Collie 
that is a welcome addition to the “Cosy Corner 
Collies” and hopefully a good agility prospect.
 
Thanks again for the opportunity.
DS (Hemel Hempstead)

Peppa
Just an update on how Peppa is settling in 
to her new home. I’ve attached a photo so 
you can see she is happy and contented. She 
has found a lifelong friend in Alfie. Peppa and 
Alfie are a team now, following each other 
everywhere, investigating the rockery, pond 
and water features, under the hedges and 
every nock and cranny they can find together 
in the garden. I could never of imagined such 
a small fluffy bundle could settle Alfie down; 
he is so much more relaxed with his new life 
companion to keep him company.  Peppa loves 
everyone’s legs if she can find some legs to lay 
on then she is very content. When Alfie joins 
her (so long legs are needed!) they happily 
settle down together. Peppa is a delight! Thank 
you so much for suggesting she might be the 
dog to join our family.

IG (Luton)
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Tess

Peppa
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Although my heart belongs to the 
Labrador breed, I do have a Golden 
Retriever at home and have had, 
in the past, the classic Heinz 57’s. 

I’m not a ‘pedigree purist’ rather 
I believe in getting the type of dog 
(pedigree or cross-breed) that suits 
your needs, your family’s needs and 
your lifestyle. 

First and foremost though, I’m a believer in 
health first and think the most important 

thing to look for when getting a puppy is 
robustly healthy parents, which means 
ensuring that the parents of your 
‘potential’ have been health tested; this 
is no guarantee that your new puppy 
won’t have any problems, true, but 
at least you know your breeder has 
done the best they can for the litter 
that they’ve brought into the world.

Mutts, mongrels, Heinz 57’s and bitsa 
dogs have always been classed as 
being healthier and longer lived than 
pedigree dogs... while that may have 
been true many years ago when the 
dogs had lots of different breeds 
in them, I’m not so sure that this is 
absolutely true for the ‘designer’ cross 
breeds that are currently appearing in 
the dog world, and unfortunately, the 
rescue centres.

The Doodle 
Dilema
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Establishing a breed
All breeds started somewhere... you only 
have to take a look at the family favourite, The 
Golden Retriever. Bred by Lord Tweedmouth in 
the mid-1800s, the Goldie was a combination 
of a yellow Flat Coated Retriever and the 
now extinct Tweed Water Spaniel; there was 
also occasional outcrosses to an Irish Setter, 
another Tweed Water Spaniel and a Black Flat 
Coated Retriever.

Many working dogs are cross-bred, to improve 
working ability rather than looks whereas the 
trend for a lot of the current wave of designer 
cross breed tends to be for ‘cute’ ability. The 
Springer Spaniel cross Working Cocker Spaniel, 
now carrying the vogue title of ‘The Sprocker’ 
(as opposed to the old name of Springer 
Cocker cross) has been used very successfully 
by the shooting community as a working 
gundog by combining the best of the breeds; 
stamina, steadiness, hunting ability, speed and, 
being a bit longer in the leg than the working 
cocker, suitable across more terrains.

It’s not just the gundog that has been crossed for 
performance; the New Zealand huntaway has a 
number of breeds in it, all introduced to improve 

the working ability of the dog; Working Collie, 
Bloodhound, German Shepherd and Rottweiller.

Many of the early breeders of Labradoodles in 
the UK, started doing so as a way of improving 
the health and genetic predisposition of their 
favourite breed, be it Labrador or Poodle; they 
were also trying to follow in the footsteps of 
our Australian cousins and try to breed a dog 
that was intelligent and biddable and didn’t 
shed.

Unfortunately it takes a few generations to 
get to the stage of having a doodle dog that 
doesn’t shed, or rather, doesn’t shed as much 
as other dogs; quite often the first crossing of 
a poodle and an ‘other’ will result in dogs that 
shed more.

The other thing about that first crossing is that 
the litter will be unpredictable; unpredictable 
in size, temperament, colouring, ability and 
so on; some breeders put it down to hybrid 
vigour which is when two species are crossed, 
and although these are the same species, just 
different breeds, dominant genes within that 
breed will battle for supremacy and, until the 
litter is born, there is no knowing what you  
will get. 

Originally the Labradoodle was bred 
in Australia in the 1970s by Wally 

Cochran as a Guide Dog for people 
with allergies and who continued 

to develop the cross breed 
throughout the 1980s. Although 
the Labradoodle has been bred 

extensively since, it is still not 100% 
allergy friendly and it is still not a 

recognised breed in Australia. 

...continued overleaf
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The dog of the minute?
It doesn’t seem to matter where you look 
nowadays you’ll see adverts for ‘doodle’ dogs, 
whether that’s the Labradoodle, Goldendoodle, 
Pekapoo, Shihpoos, and the one that is seriously 
growing in popularity, the Cockapoo... and 
most of these adverts will mislead the public by 
saying that the ‘breed’ doesn’t moult or that the 
puppies will grow into small dogs.

In order to establish a breed, time is needed. 
Time and care from the breeders to wean out 
the not so desirable traits and encourage the 
traits that we want in our family pets. You only 
have to look at the previously docked breeds 
to see how, by not concentrating on an area of 
conformation, in this case the tail, has led to the 
tail ‘doing its own thing’ producing curling and 
whip like tails which breeders are addressing 
via breed standards.

But where does that leave the doodle dog, that 
doesn’t have a breeding programme to follow to 
improve the lines that are gracing our homes? 

Well we have a number of extremely 
responsible breeders, like Kimberlenes, who 
are not only doing their best to improve the 
quality of the Labradoodles that they breed, 
but are educating the public (by the way of 
their website) on what a Labradoodle is and 
dismissing the myths, stating clearly what a 
Labradoodle isn’t.

We also have unscrupulous breeders who are 
looking on this latest fad as a money making 
opportunity and I’m not talking about the scum 
of the breeding industry; the puppy farmers, for 
whom the doodle has turned into a licence to 
print money. 

No I’m talking about breeders who haven’t 
necessarily been that successful breeding one 
or the other, or have kennels with dogs that 
wouldn’t quite make the grade in relation to 
health tests. These breeders are putting out 
onto the market litters from untested parents, 
that carry potentially, the worst of both the 
breeds – not only health wise but temperament 
wise too.

Temperament of the 
gundog
As a behaviourist you tend only to see dogs that 
are ‘naughty’ and it can, over time, make you 
focus on the negative side of breeds, and so I did 
do a lot of research on doodles for this article; 
luckily I have also trained and assessed a number 
as gundogs and have spoken to other trainers in 
relation to the designer cross breeds.

The main thing that I have found, both by 
talking to owners and working with the dogs 
themselves, is that they are no different to any 
other gun dog; and a gun dog cross is what they 
are... although the UK doesn’t categorise the 
poodle as a gundog that is what it is, a duck dog 
or ‘puddle dog’ – a water retrieving gundog. 

The Doodle Dilema cont...
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Give them leadership and boundaries, exercise 
and something to occupy their minds and they 
will respond accordingly; you’ll see the positive 
side of the breeds coming out.

However, fail to do that and you will be on 
the receiving end of a dog that is physically 
and mentally strong, intelligent, boisterous, 
cantankerous and that will, like any other 
dog, use its teeth to demonstrate its level of 
frustration.

For me, the dilemma with the ‘doodle’ dogs is 
not so much the dog itself, it’s the hype that 
surrounds them... and to quote myself from my 
latest book “Unfortunately with the advent of 
dressing dogs up, handbag dogs and designer 
mongrels (for example the cockapoo and 
springador), we’ve stopped seeing the dog for 
what it really is; an animal, a predator and which 
has all the drives and instincts of one.” 

Interestingly, whilst researching this article, a 
good 80% of the websites that I looked at had 
photos of these cross breeds looking cute and 
being dressed up. It is this image that would-be 
puppy buyers fall in love in with, that and the 
fact that ‘they don’t shed’, the puppy they’re 
getting very little change from £1000 from, will 
be low maintenance as an adult dog... when 
in actuality nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

Do your research
The Labradoodle Trust is doing a sterling job 
at educating would be owners of doodle dogs 
about the pro’s and con’s of bringing a doodle 
dog into your home, however, the fact that 
there is a rescue centre devoted purely to a 
‘type’ of ‘cross breed’ shows that things are 
going wrong somewhere with these dogs.

If you’re considering getting a Labradoodle, 
a Cockerpoo, a Goldendoodle or any of the 
other poodle crosses, I urge you to read the 
Labradoodle Trusts page on Things to consider 
before you get a Doodle, read the information 
on them available on reputable breeders 
websites and talk to other owners – don’t go 
into getting a doodle blindly because they’re 
cute, furry and ‘don’t shed’.

Remember a puppy is a direct result of both of 
its parents; that means its parent’s pedigree, its 
parent’s temperament, its parent’s health issues 
and its parent’s looks.

By Lez Graham MA
Lez holds her Masters degree in Canine 
Behaviour & Psychology, is a full member 
of the Canine and Feline Behaviour 
Association (CFBA), a master trainer with 
the Guild of Dog Trainers (GoDT) and is an 
established author having published three 
highly successful books - The Pet Gundog, 
The Advanced Pet Gundog and The Pet 
Gundog Puppy.



Hot dogs!
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We could not have asked for more 
of our 50th anniversary day. 
We had just received news that our 
planning application had been accepted, the 
weather was glorious and everyone was in 
a fantastic mood. Proud owners and their 
CDRS dogs came from all parts of the 
country, some recent rehomings as well 
as dogs that had left us many years ago. 
Their moment to shine came in the CDRS 
dog parade which drew the applause and 
admiration of the watching crowd.  A fun 

dog show, a field trials display, food and 
drink stands and lots of other attractions 
made for a perfect day for young and 
old with the atmosphere of a traditional 
country show provided by the Aldbury 
Morris Men and the Local Vocals Choir. 
These pictures give a taste of the day but 
for those that want more, a short film clip 
can be found on YouTube at: 
http://youtu.be/P7jYdcYMo1U

Oh Such a perfect day

Candy
Rescue Dog Parade

Celia and David 

open the show



Heather’s dogs
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Wilbur

Oh Such a perfect day

Aldbury Morris Men

Ronnie

Hector



CDRS, Bromley Heights, St Leonards Rd, 
Chivery, Nr Tring, Herts HP23 6LD.

Tel. 01296 623885

We are always grateful for any spare 
blankets and towels for our dogs to snuggle 

into at night, especially with the English 
winter in full force now.

Since settling into our new site near 
Wendover our stocks have been running low, 
so if you are having a clear out we would be 

delighted to receive your donations. 

Do you have unwanted 
towels or blankets?

Each year CDRS is able to claim the tax 
people have paid on their donations to 
the Society provided they are a UK tax 
payer.  This generates significant additional 
funds for our work.  So, if you are a UK 
tax payer, please help us by filling in a Gift 
Aid Form.

If you have already filled in a Gift Aid Form 
for us, please remember that you need 

to ensure you pay tax equivalent 
to the tax on your donation. If 
this is no longer the case then 
please make sure the Society 
is informed.

CHILTERNS DOG
RESCUE SOCIETY

PUTTING DOGS FIRST

EST 1963

18

over 2,700 retailers to shop with, including:

You can do this by shopping online  
with easyfundraising.org.uk – just visit:

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/

When you shop online, you’ll earn  
a donation at no additional cost to you, 

which goes straight to our cause!

cdrs

Sara Muncke, is a Member of the Canine &
Feline Behaviour Association of Great Britain
and is authorised to see clients and work with
dogs with all levels of behavioural problems.
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Ace from Chesham won a nationwide 
competition to feature alongside 41 other pets 
in an advert for pet insurer Petplan. Ace went 
head to head with 29,000 other dogs, cats and 
rabbits to win a role in the brand’s first ever 
‘user generated’ television advert. Ace found 
fame after his owner Kaye Townsend submitted 
his photograph to Petplan in February. Kaye 
took the photo one winter’s day when Ace 
was relaxing in the living room watching the 
first snow of the year falling in her garden.  Ace 
was then selected as one of the 100 finalists 
by an independent panel of judges before being 
picked as one of the winners by public vote on 
the company’s Facebook page.

Kaye visited CDRS in July 2012 and was 
introduced to Ace who had recently been 
rescued from a dog pound. It was love at first 
sight with Kaye excited by the prospect of 
taking Ace to puppy training classes and later to 

dog agility.  Kaye’s commitment and effort have 
really paid off. Kaye has kept CDRS in touch with 
all the success she has had with Ace and says, 
‘We are so pleased with him and its all thanks to 
you that he’s with us now.  Ace really has turned 
out to be such a special dog and we are so 
glad we took him home. It has been hard work 
and took lots of patience but we have been 
rewarded with a very happy and obedient dog!

Ace on
A lovely Labrador from 
CDRS beat thousands of 
other pets to star in a 
national television advert.

Winning photo

Kaye and Ace
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Lulu

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for 
the heart warming, life-enhancing gift of our 
little Staffie, Lulu. We have had her for about 
eighteen months now and she has developed 
and blossomed into the most loyal, obedient, 
faithful, fun and happy little girl who our whole 
family, friends and neighbours absolutely adore. 
She is, and will continue to have, the best and 
most fulfilling life that any dog could wish for. 
She is healthy and so ‘full of beans’ that she 
keeps us ‘all on our toes’. She is truly sent from 
Heaven and may God bless you for enriching all 
our lives so much. Thank you. 

MD (Hemel Hempstead)

Ginny
I am pleased to say that Ginny has settled in 
incredibly well.  She cried a little on the first 
night here but no more that 10 minutes, since 
then I have not heard a sound from her.  She 
seems very happy and is extremely affectionate.  
She just loves a fuss.
 

After a short period of apprehension she is 
very good when meeting new people and when 
five of my grandchildren came for my birthday 
she seemed to have a marvellous time and 
enjoyed all the attention.  They all adored her.
 
I consider that I am very fortunate to have 
got a sweet natured little dog who has taken 
to life here like the proverbial duck to water 
(NB. There are about 40 of those on the pond 
outside my front door!) 
 
Best wishes to you all.
JS ( Aylesbury)

Lenny
Just to let you know how Lenny is getting on. 
We absolutely love him, and he has settled 
in very well.  He’s been to dog training and is 
making great progress! We couldn’t wish for a 
better dog, thank you so much. 

NG ( Bovingdon)

Lulu

Ginny

LETTERS - it’s your write!

Lenny
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Jack
Jack has settled down well, and is certainly 
making himself at home. His confidence has 
grown, he loves running in open fields and lots 
of sniffing when walking in woods.

He was let of the lead after two days and was 
like a child in a sweet shop not knowing what 
way to run first, his recall is excellent and is 
beginning to be accepted more and more by 
Baxter (our other dog).

We will all be going to the Isle of Wight for 
Christmas this year and will send our some 
pictures. Many thanks for Jack and keep up the 
excellent work you do there.

PT (Denham)

Razzy
Hi all,
My new mum and dad thought it was time I 
dropped you a line, I’ve had a very exciting time 
since I arrived at my new home, I’ve made many 
new friends doggy and human, I have been to 
watch my new mum jump 10,000 feet out of a 
plane for charity, I have met my new vet who is 
very nice, I have met my grandad and nanna and 
their dogs called Mitzi who is Shih Tzu, Thor who 
is a Norwegian Elk hound and Frosty who is a 
Papillon, Thor and Frosty are Crufts winners so 

I’m certainly learning a lot from them, my new 
brother and I get to play with a doggy friend 
called Dana every lunchtime. My new vet says 
I’m doing ok and I have put some weight on. 

Thank you for finding my new mum and dad 
and brother for me. My mum thought you 
might like to see this picture of me (on the left). 
As you can see I’m doing well and have really 
settled in with my new brother.

Woof woof
Razzy (Stanmore)

Syd
Hi, we are very pleased indeed with Syd, 
and she is very happy, loving running off the 
lead and meeting other dogs and people. We 
consider Syd to be the perfect dog for us and 
she has settled very well.

Best wishes and many thanks.
JN (Wendover)

Jack Razzy
(on the left)

Syd
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Twiglet

Well the story starts on 2nd March 2008. My 
husband and I turn up at CDRS looking for dog 
that might like to do flyball with him. I already 
had a small rescue dog that was competing 
at flyball. Sara had a dog in mind and brought 
Amber, a stray Collie cross rescued from a 
pound in Wales, out to meet us.

TWIGLET
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She bounced up to our shoulders, we took her 
for a walk and then introduced her to our other 
dog. That went well so there we were, adopting 
the renamed Twiglet  She was anxious about the 
car journey salivating all the way but we sorted 
that out with lots of short journeys. She started 
puppy obedience and recall/puppy romp classes 
and loved it all, very eager to please. Walks in 
town showed us some of her stray dog tricks - 
leaping into litter bins and opening polystyrene 
burger boxes with one paw!

Simon started flyball training with her, she 
loved the recall and the jumping but never 
quite got to grips with grabbing the ball form 
the box. I started agility with her just for fun 
at Scallywags with Jeff Walton. She picked it up 
well although we were all new to the sport. 
We had to register Twiglet with the  Kennel 
Club to compete in the Summer of 2009. Now 
we needed a name for Twiglet but not being 
a pedigree we had to make one up for her 
so Chilterns Amber Daffodil was registered 
reflecting on her rescue and welsh background.

Twigs was really confident at training but when 
she got to Newbury showground for our first 
show (July 2009) she was too scared and ran 
out of the ring. We had a few eliminations 
that summer.. back to training and confidence 
building. New start in Spring 2010. Twigs 
did really well qualifying for Starters Final at 
Discover Dogs at Earls Court by coming 6th 
at the KC international festival. We were also 
in the Dogs In Need Agility Society finals. Both 
events were great experience for us both. 
Twigs progressed from Grade 1 to 2 and then, 
in September 2010, won the Grade 2 Agility at 
Trent Park Show. 

We trained over the Winter and started 
competing again in Spring 2011, spending that 
season at grade 3. We joined the Agility Club 
national league (58 dogs in medium grade 3) 
and finished in 13th place. We had 3 second 
places and 6 third places at shows and then, 
in October 2010, we got a jumping win at 

Peterborough RVA show, a fantastic end to  
the year. 

Winter training, then off we went to 28 shows 
in 2012. It was a fantastic year for us Twigs 
competed in two leagues Agility Club (83 dogs 
at Medium Grade 3) and Supadarl Rescue 
Agility league. We won the Agility club Medium 
grade 3 league, 28 shows in total. In 22 of them 
we got places and the other 6 shows Twigs 
achieved a clear round. It was very unusual to 
come away from a show empty handed. The 
house is full of rosettes and trophies to dust!!! 
The details for 2012 are amazing 14 first places, 
10 second places, 8 third places and 11 other 
places and 47 unplaced clear rounds. We have 
come second in the Rescue League and that has 
qualified us for rescue finals this summer. We 
have also qualified for the novice cup at the KC 
festival in August and progressed from grade 3 
to 4 and then to grade 5. Neither of us can wait 
for the season to start. Winter training has gone 
well we’ve improved our weave entries and 
speed and, just this week, had a breakthrough 
with running contacts on the A frame.....I’m so 
proud of her.

It is not all training. Twigs has hobbies she loves 
chasing pigeons and squirrels even trying to 
chase them up trees and she loves nothing 
more than lounging  on the sofa with a squeaky 
toy....oh and my other CDRS dog ...but that’s a 
story for another issue!

Donna Hathaway

Twiglet taking a well 
deserved rest!



VETREPORT

Every day dogs have mishaps or get sick. The 
consequences of old age or accidents to dogs 
can sometimes be hard to avoid or predict 
and will have different outcomes for different 
dogs. We all want to keep our dogs happy, safe 
and well but it is sometimes easy to overlook 
familiar plants, foods and products which can 
have tragic results if eaten by dogs.

Human foods which are 
poisonous to dogs include:

• Cocoa powder and cooking chocolate
• Dark, milk & white chocolate
• Coffee grounds
• Tea bags
• Energy drinks
• Onion
• Garlic
• Nuts, especially macadamia nuts
• Grapes & raisins
• Alcoholic drinks
• Peaches
• Plums
• Avocado
• Salt (including on crisps etc)
• Sweeteners

Top ten common poisons
A top ten of most common poisons includes 
products which are easily picked up and 
swallowed by dogs. These are only a few of 
many, so it is advisable that all medications and 
chemicals are locked away from not only children 
but also pets. The poisons that most frequently 
result in the need for veterinary intervention are:

1. Rat & mouse poison
2. Chemicals e.g. bleach, antifreeze & cleaning 

materials
3. Weed killer & slug pellets
4. Flea & tick products – overdose or 

dispensed onto the wrong place
5. Pet medications
6. Human medication – this should never be 

given to a dog unless advised specifically 
by your vet

7. Any out of date medication
8. Household plants & bulbs e.g. daffodil & 

crocus bulbs, lily pollen, azaleas, foxgloves & ivy
9. Metals e.g. coins & batteries
10. Human food

Your dog is not a person. It does not require 
any human food. An appropriate dog food at 
meal times and dog treats for training will 
provide your dog with all the nutrients it needs 
to stay happy and healthy.
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The Most Common 
Poisons In Dogs 

with Trainer Martin Proctor QGM

Martin Procter is currently a serving Police 
Sergeant and Lead Instructor with the 

Metropolitan Police and Company Director/
Lead Trainer at Pro-Dogs, a dog training, walking and sitting service. 

He is also an Assistant Trainer at the Gade Dog Training Club in Kings 
Langley. Martin offers fully certified K9 First Aid Training Courses at 

various venues through out the year.
Martin on one of his K9 
First Responder courses



A poisoned dog – 
what would you do?
• Emergencies with dogs can be very 

emotive. Take a few deep breaths, gather 
your thoughts and this will enable your 
mind to be clear and focus on the steps 
you need to take to deal logically with the 
situation at hand. Stop, Think, then Act is 
the mantra.

• Assess the state and behaviour of the dog 
and do not put yourself or anyone else at 
risk. If you remain confident and talk to 
your dog in a calm, positive manner, then 
the dog is likely to respond to this. 

• REMEMBER – We are not involved in 
when we should or should not make the 
dog sick.

• If you suspect that your dog has been 
poisoned by any product, then contact 
your vet immediately and be advised by 
them. ALWAYS take the dog to a vet. 
NEVER take a wait & see policy. Some 
poisons, such as rat poisons, can take 
weeks to show the signs and by then it can 
be too late!

• Pre-calling the vet is essential to let them 
know you are on your way as it may be 
necessary to get an antidote ordered in, 
so advance warning is essential.  Take a 
sample of the poison or the container 
where possible.

• Make a note of:

1. What it was exposed to
2. The quantity consumed 
3. The time of the incident
4. The duration of exposure
5. The last known time the dog ate and  

when it last defecated
6. Any signs shown by the dog

• Consider booking for a Canine First 
Responder course to gain a better 
understanding of how to do your best in 
the event of an emergency situation with 
any dog in the future.
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Dillon
It is a very sad 
time for me, as 
my beloved dog 
Dillon, who I had 
from you in Feb 
2002 was put to 
sleep peacefully 
in his own bed at 
home. My friends 
all tell me I gave 

him a great life, and he certainly gave me so 
much happiness. He was my little shadow, he 
always wanted to be where I was!

I shall be getting another dog in due course but, 
as I now have 2 small grand children, I will need to 
know the dog will be trustworthy around them 
(or as sure as you can ever be with a dog!)

Thank you for letting me have him all those 
years ago. I am missing him so much but I now 
have the picture of him standing in the doorway 
printed up and in a frame in the hall.  He seems 
to be smiling at me, and it makes me smile 
back.......a small relief from the pain I am feeling! 

SC (Harpenden)

Sita
Dear all at 
Chilterns Dog 
Rescue

I doubt if you’ll 
recall either me 
or Sita/Zena as 
ten years have 
gone by but I felt 
the need to write 

and thank you for giving me such a wonderful 
life companion.

On Sunday 05.10.03 I came with my friend 
Angie to Chilterns Dogs Rescue and met a dog 
called Zena.  We took her for a walk. I didn’t 
fall in love immediately so went home to sleep 
on it. I knew the next day as I woke up that I 
had to come and get her....It took a while but 
eventually I fell madly in love with Zena - I’d 
renamed her Sita - and we lived several years in 
Dunstable before then moving out to Germany. 

Unfortunately, after an extremely active life here 
in the vineyards along the river Main near Mainz 
and Frankfurt, she developed a tumour three 
months ago (and I had to have her put to sleep 
on 04.09.13. My lovely vets here said they’d 
rarely see anything so aggressive or fast growing.

I seem to recall that at the time you said that 
Sita had come from a puppy farm in Wales so 
we never knew her exact DOB but I think 
she got about 11 years of life. She travelled 
internationally, was a regular on the ferries 
across the Channel and the North Sea when I 
came to visit my family up north. We lived for 
one short period on the East Yorkshire coast 
and she absolutely loved long walks on the 
beach at Bridlington and Flamborough/Filey etc.

Even people who don’t like dogs loved her. Most 
people were initially wary of her because she had 
that ‘Rottie/Dobie’ look but she was the softest 
dog the planet has ever known (unless you were 
a rabbit down the vineyards or in Woburn Abbey 
grounds or on Dunstable Downs...)

I feel as if I’ve just had my right arm amputated. 
The flat here is far too quiet and I can’t sleep 
without hearing her snoring or padding around 
the place. I might come home to replace her. 
Although I live in a flat (houses are uncommon 
in Germany) - not ideal - the grounds are 
immediately opposite the vineyards, open 
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Remembering...
Dillon

Sita

REMEMBERING



countryside and the riverside. I’m going to give 
myself a week or so but I miss my three or 
four times daily walks as I reckon that I walked 
AT LEAST the equivalent of London to Sydney 
with Sita these past ten years.

AN (Hochheim)

Fraser
Although we 
moved from 
Wigginton to 
the Cotswolds 3 
years ago, many 
of you at CDRS 
will remember 
our lovely red 
and white collie 
Fraser who we 
re-homed from 

you in February 2002 when he was 4 years old.  
We enjoyed 11 wonderful years together, full of 
fun and games, adventures and friends including 
his best friend Billy. Sadly, on 15 April, we had to 
have our dear Fraser put to sleep as a result of 
kidney failure.  He was 15 years 2 months old 
and his loss has been truly devastating, He was, 
and always will be, our very special boy and we 
feel privileged indeed to have loved him as the 
third member of our family for so long.
 
Fraser and Billy are now re-united, friends 
together forever.
 
JM& LM (Fulbrook, Oxon)

Summer
I just thought I would let you know that we 
had to part with our beautiful Summer. It was 
very quick in that it was just a week from her 
seeming to be a little off colour to us having 
to make that awful decision. Her tail was still 
wagging at the vets.

She has been a most wonderful companion 
in the eleven months we have had her, she 

could not be faulted in any way.  Although she 
was nine and a half when we adopted her, we 
thought she would be with us for a good few 
years - but that was not to be.

Thank you for taking her in and giving her a 
second chance - and us the opportunity to share 
a wonderful, happy time while she was here.

CB & BB (Diss, Norfolk)

Jack
Earlier this year I lost my ‘lovely boy Jack’, named 
‘Doodles’ when I got him from CDRS eight years 
ago.  A wonderful companion, friend , guard and 
soulmate. Jack had kidney failure just short of hid 
12th birthday and I had to make the decision we 
all dread. This poem sums up my feelings.

Lonely House

No more dog tracks on the floor,
Muddy scratches on the door,
Puffs of hair upon the stairs. 
Clumps of fur on the chairs.

Indentations on my bed,
Markings where you laid your head,
Smudges on the window pane
Showing where you watched in vain.

Haunts where you went to lay
Remind me that you are away.
My house is neater, that is true, 
But, oh, how still and empty too.

RB (Amersham)
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Summer



Bromley Heights
St Leonards Road
Chivery, Nr Tring 
Herts HP23 6LD

Tel. No. 01296 623885
Fax. No. 01296 623813

Email: cdrsoffice@aol.com

Membership and Donation Form
Personal Details

Name: 

Address:  

 

Telephone: 

Email: 

Signature:  Date: 

Donation Details

Please find enclosed my donation of £  towards the running costs of Chilterns Dog Rescue Society

Membership Details

Please find enclosed my annual membership fee of:  £10  £15  £25  £50  Other

Payment Details

Please make cheques payable to Chilterns Dog Rescue Society and send it to the address above.  If you require 
a receipt, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

Gift Aid

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made:  

Today  In the past 4 years  In the future 

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 
5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs 
that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.  I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council 
Tax do not qualify.

I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I gave on or after 6 April 2008.

Signature:  Date: 

Remember to notify us if you no longer pay income tax or capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations. You can cancel this 
Declaration at any time by notifying the Society.  Please notify the Society if you change your address.
The data that you provide will be used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1985.  We normally hold your details on a computer but we do 
not disclose your personal details or information concerning your donations to any other organisation.  Please indicate if you do not want your 
details to be held on a computer,

I would like to assist CDRS with: 
Fundraising  Sponsorship  Dog Walking  Other (please specify) 

Reg.Char. No. 257557 Putting dogs first www.chilternsdogrescue.org.uk

CHILTERNS DOG
RESCUE SOCIETY

PUTTING DOGS FIRST

EST 1963



Your Dog Rescue Needs You
Do you have a couple of hours to spare on an occasional 
Saturday or week day? Do you have a friendly smile and like 
talking to people? If so, then CDRS needs you!!

During the year there are CDRS street and shop collections taking place 
through out the area. These usually take place either at a supermarket or in 
the town centre and run between 9am and 5pm. We are always looking for 
volunteers to help fill the two hour collecting slots to publicise the work of 
the Society and help raise money for the dogs in our care. These collections 
are vital for assisting in the overall running of the Rescue Centre, without 
them it would be much harder to achieve the amazing results we do. This 
activity raises thousands of pounds each year which just goes to prove 
the wonderful generosity of the general public, even when the economic 
climate is not particularly rosy. Our volunteers were also able to help find 
homes for some of our rescue dogs by advising potential adopters how 
to go about finding a CDRS dog for their home.

If you would be interested in helping us from time to time for just a 
couple of hours, please email cdrscollections@aol.com for further 

information of where we will be collecting in 2013/14.

CHILTERNS DOG RESCUE SOCIETY
Registered Charity Number 257557

Established in 1963, Chilterns Dog Rescue Society offers accommodation and care for unwanted and homeless 
dogs until permanent homes can be found for them.

The Society has successfully rehomed in excess of 18,000 dogs and currently re-homes approximately 350 dogs 
a year of all ages, sizes, breeds and backgrounds.

Chilterns Dog Rescue Society pays a lot of attention to placing the right dog in the right home and qualified 
trainers and behaviourists provide training support to individual dogs if required. Dog training is routinely 
offered to all prospective adopters and behavioural counselling and practical advice is available to members of 
the public experiencing problems with dogs from other sources.

With a difficult economic climate, the needs of local dogs, and indeed dogs across the country, are greater 
than ever. The new premises we have bought in Chivery, near Tring provide a lovely, secluded situation just five 
miles from our previous location in Ashley Green. After fifty years, we now have the opportunity to construct 
purpose built kennels and training facilities for dogs with nowhere else to turn. There is still so much work to 
do but we look forward to the challenges that await us as we move to a new era of rescue and rehoming for 
the Society, always putting dogs first.

Interested individuals and groups can help in a number of ways, for example by:

If you would like to become more involved with the work of Chilterns Dog Rescue Society, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch to find out more about how you can make a 
difference to dogs in need. For further information please telephone 01296 623885.

• becoming a member
• assisting with one of our varied fund raising events 
• organising a fund raising event of their own
• becoming a sponsor of dogs with special needs 
• making a one-off donation or regular contribution 
• remembering the dogs when making a will

• becoming a voluntary dog walker
• collecting blankets and towels for use  
 at the Rescue Centre
• offering any special skills which may be of interest
• forming a working party to help with  
 on-going site projects



FOUNDER
Mrs I.A. Bromley

HONORARY PRESIDENT
Mrs C. Strange

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mr D. Lewis - Chairman
Mr N. Parker - Secretary
Mr T. Pilling - Treasurer
Mr D. King - Trustee

COMMITTEE ADVISORS
Mrs C. Strange

Mrs S. Muncke - Rescue Centre Manager
Mrs B. Stringer - Deputy Rescue Centre Manager

ADDRESS
Chilterns Dog Rescue Society

Bromley Heights
St Leonards Road
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